Writing to a Local Councillor 
Invitation to Meet Pupil Voice Groups
Who are they?
Cardiff is made up of neighbourhoods called wards – like Butetown, Ely, Canton etc. Each of these wards has a group of local councillors, who are chosen by and represent the people that live in the neighbourhood. They are the first person you should think of messaging with local problems and concerns. In Wales, councillors vote on important council plans - the council helps take care of the city and is led by councillors. 
Duty-bearers
Activity:
1. visit: https://ishare.cardiff.gov.uk/mycouncil_en.aspx 
2. write down the names of your local councillors
3. As a class, discuss the importance of pupil voice and why the local councillor should come to their school to meet with the pupil voice group.
a. “Why would it be helpful for our councillor to visit us?”
b. “What do you want to share with the councillor about our school?”
c. “What questions do we want to ask them?”
4. Write key ideas on a large poster or whiteboard, helping students decide what points to include in the letter.
5. Letter writing: Work small groups to write your letters, or, if appropriate, work on a class letter together. Here is a structure you may want to use:
a. Greeting (Dear Councillor [Name])
b. Introduction (Introduce themselves and the school)
c. Invitation (Invite the councillor to visit their class or pupil voice group)
d. Reason for Visit (Explain what they want to discuss, e.g., what the pupil voice group does, how children want to improve their community)
e. Closing (Thank them and suggest a date or time)
6. Discuss how they will send the letter—whether it’s by post or email—and explain how the councillor may respond.
Optional Follow-Up: Encourage students to think about whether they want to continue engaging with the councillor to deepen their involvement.
The next activity will look at “Cabinet Members and the leader of the Council” 
